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Environmentalists want.to do their
own flood control study
Nevada County group wants to look options besides dams
Harold Kruger
Appca~.Pen~ocml

Dismayed with the Yuha Coun- In a memo to Nevada Couniy
ty Water Agency’s flood control supervisors, Garvey describcd it
plan, the South Yuba River Citi- as a "stakeholder-based ecologic-
zens League wants to come up aI and flood control assessment
with its own. study that win bring upper and

lower Yuba watershed residentsSYRCL officials today wiiI ask and interests together to craR a
Nevada County supervisors to en- regional solution ts the problemdorse its. request for a $180,000

of flood control in the Yuba we-grant from Called for the
$250,000 project, tershed."

Donn Wilson, the Water Agen-
The Nevada County group pro- cy’s engineer-administrator, said

poses a 15-month Yuba River Ec- the agency has tried to work with
ologieal and Flood Contr~I As- SYRCL--with no success.sessment project for non-dam el- "The frustrating part is theyternatives, continue to complain we have not

ea’q:his is not meant to displace adequately looked at alternatives
ny other efforts," ’said Shawn that they like," Wilson said. "We

’Garvey, SYRCL’s executive di- continue by telephone and mul-
rector. "It’s not meant to dispiace tiple letters to ask them to come
the Yuba County Water Agency’s sit down with us and our consult-
proposal, and it’s not meant to ants and go over all the bases for
displace the Army Corps" pro- not moving forward with some of

the alternatives they like. Theyposal. It’s meant to investigate
additional tools that are not continue to not do that," "
being looked at_" But, according to Garvey,

"They want ,.their consultants to
Oarvey said his group, once it tell us why they can’t do anything

settles on its flood control strat- else. We don’t have time for
egy, wants to work with Yuba, that."
Nevada and Sierra. counties to
obtain-state and federal funds "to
implement a watershed plan that
protects residents and water
quality simultaneously. We think
it can be don~."
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ĪN THE NEWS

IllVE.R: New flood study
From AJ agency’s consultants said. - .............

"Obviously, rnosI of this corn-- _The Water Agency is in the late reunify in Yuba, Sierr~ and Ne- Yuba Coun~ Wate~tar stages of its study of options
that will give Yuba County a 500- veda counties don’t believe thatconsultants a~e studying the

many common tools for increas-year leve! of flood protection,      ing flood protection have been [ollowing IIoo~ c~r~’o{ options.
They include enla~ing Bull-fully ~nvest~ated," Gamey said. indMdual~ and ~ ~ff~ent

erda Bar, ~ke OrovHle dad He cited forest practices,~m~nations.~llma~a
The~alito ~erbay to hold more
water or increasing their flood meadow restoration, levee set-re~mmanUat~on to directors in a

rese~a~ons, bac~ and paying fa~ers for
~ood easement. ~ loc~

New rese~oi~ also a~ under
High ~, Low 48 active consideration. Proposed "The~ are a lot of wa~ to on- 45.0~ ~feet w~o~ an out~e~

sites include Freemans Crossi~,hence flood protection ~nt canenl~gement at Th~aJito A~erb~
Edwa~s Crossing, Par~ Bar,be done quickly and would have~ In.ease fl~ ~ge space at

~~ D~ C~ek and Waldo. The Santhe full suppo~ of ~Imost eve~-8uflafds B~ by ~00,~ a=e-feet
F~c~co Examiner on Sundayone in Nevada, Yuba and Sie~~
repo~ed on ~e Waldo proposalcounties," Gamey said.. In his~th a~Ri~[ o~let ~pa~ for

because it could affect the Span-memo to Nevada Coun~ supe~i-20,0~ ~bJc [~H ~ s~nO.

ce~lle Rec~ation and Wildlifeso~, Gamey said the Wa~r~en-} Enl~ge Bul~ards ~r by ~.OO0

Refuge. cy’s dam altema~ves "conflict
with Calfed’s vision for more nat- k Enl~ge

The agency’s consul~n~ d~s-ural ecological processes ... (and)
ca~ed non-s~ctura! alte~a-are also tnconsistentwi~etires, such ~ flood-proofingveda Coun~ Board of Supe~i-~ En]~e~e~alito~er~y
buildi~s, ~locating people andsots’ stated des~e ~ ~ep new45,000 nerviest.
p~pe~ f~m the floodplain anddams off~e Sou~ Yuba River." k In~e~
e~a~ river channel~. According ~ Gamey, "Resi- storage r~seNation~50.000

"We’ve l~ at ~e ~in@, den~ in ~e upper wate~heda~feet ~ 75,0~ ds a0diliona
and we ~nk we looked at ~emfind the~elves ~e ~et ofoutlet ~.ha~ aud in a good-faith ~a~-l~e d~ proposals. ~hicb, in~ Increaseher," Wilson sNid. ’~hey do havelu~, ~reaten ~eir hom~ andstorage ~~e go.ariel to wor~ but ~eyp~p~ wi~ condemna~on andca~ ~ -~ig dolla~, and we~oval." 20,000 cfs a0Oitional
haven’t found a p]a~ ~ get ~e
dolla~ so we eon~nue to look DiaJo~e baleen run.ill and

~pa~.

for opOons that will pro~de thevalley in~res~ "con~nu~ to~ ~large ~ll~ds ~ ~ ~,~

protection we need and have the~ow mo~ dismn~ emotionallyacr~f~t,
ability ~ pay for ~emselves orcharged and uuproduetive;"~ ln~se ~e

b~ enou~ revenue to theGamey w~te. storage r~aOon ~ I million
...... ~ble so they can be paid for." SYRCL wan~ to "~unter this a~e-fa~ ~o~

~vee ~isi~ and levee set-a~o~he~ of confli~ and d~eol~ge~ent.

~a ~Ip ot su~, ~ bac~ would allow more water to co~ in the wate~hed" ~th i~ ~ N~ rese~i~

~o~ U~e=~ flow down ~e ~ve~, but ~e s~dy precis, he said, E~s ~sing,
Ro~ and p~ snow- Wa~r ~ency would be reopen- "If they can come up wi~ a Cr~k, F~ans Crossing and

~s. Ese~ere, sible for ad~sing downstream way to pr~de our flood control
-’~sm~Gu]~ impac~ ~ Sac~mentm a cost and pay for i~ we ~II be forever Na~o~.

~at could ~ach ~0 ~illion, the ~ateful to ~em," Wilson said.
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so 4a oma would be limi~d to "indoor re-sai& to the mobile ho~e resident.

~a~m 69 39 0.~ A proposed tentz~jv~ map Golfing sa~d ~e name was In addition, city o~cials hop
Sa~C~ 6~ 45 Tr changed from Auto See to Yuba the p~posed project will facil
~la Mafia S0 3~ o,o~ would divide the p~pe~y into 10
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